
Landowner Specific Narrative Summary 
Elizabeth Seeber Murphy, as Trustee of the Elizabeth Seeber Murphy Living Trust and the 
Marie F. Seeber Family Trust 
 

To date, ATXI has been unsuccessful in obtaining an easement from Ms. Elizabeth 

Seeber Murphy, as Trustee of both the Elizabeth Seeber Murphy Living Trust and the Marie F. 

Seeber Living Trust.  The Trusts each have an undivided one half-interest in one parcel totaling 

approximately 227 acres along the Sidney to Rising segment of the Project in Champaign 

County, Illinois.  The property at issue has been designated internally as 

ILRP_RS_CH_005_ROW.  As summarized on Exhibit 2.1, as of June 11, 2014, ATXI has 

contacted, or attempted to contact, Ms. Seeber’s counsel on approximately 35 occasions, 

including 10 phone calls, 4 letters, 5 in-person meetings and 16 emails.  The firm Webber and 

Thies, P.C. represents Ms. Seeber.	  

ATXI has engaged in negotiations with Mr. Richard Thies and Mr. James Shultz, 

attorneys at Webber and Thies since October 10, 2013, regarding this parcel.  Mr. Shultz is no 

longer employed by this firm and is no longer representing the owner.  These attorneys expressed 

concern with the survey consent form, the terms of the easement, the location of the easement 

and the amount of compensation offered for the easement.   

To address counsel’s concerns with the survey consent form, ATXI engaged in extensive 

negotiations and ultimately agreed to several restrictions requested by the Trusts’ attorney on a 

modified survey consent form.   

To address counsel’s concerns regarding easement terms, ATXI has engaged in extensive 

negotiations beginning in January of 2014 and continuing to date.  On January 14, 2014, Mr. 

Shultz informed the land agent that he suspected Mr. Thies would be providing an updated draft 

of the easement agreement within the next few days.  ATXI received that draft three months later 
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on March 17, 2014, which included extensive modifications to the easement agreement, 

including, but not limited to, limitations on telecommunications usage, ingress and egress access, 

vegetation management, transmission line height, and rights of assignability.  The amended 

easement also contained additional damage clauses and indemnification modifications.  Mr. 

Thies also explained that he wanted all terms that pertain to the land included in the easement 

and not in the confidential settlement agreement.  Negotiations regarding the terms of the 

easement and the confidential settlement agreement remain on-going.  

ATXI responded to pole location concerns presented on January 27, 2014, when Mr. 

Thies questioned why ATXI could not put the two transmission lines together.  At that time, the 

land agent informed him that such co-location was not possible due to reliability and safety 

concerns.   

Finally, with respect to compensation, ATXI received a counteroffer on April 22, 2014, 

which was based on an appraisal for another landowner’s parcel completed by Ameren Illinois 

Company “AIC”.  To support his counteroffer, Mr. Thies referred to his understanding of 

negotiations between ATXI and another landowner along the Sydney to Rising segment and 

provided a one page valuation sheet, which he claimed was a part of the AIC appraisal, but 

refused to provide the entire appraisal the valuation page came from, claiming a conflict of 

interest.  ATXI did obtain the entire appraisal and determined that the damages to the remainder 

found in that appraisal were not applicable to this parcel.  ATXI explained to Mr. Thies that 

using another landowner’s appraisal not specific to this parcel was not realistic.  The ATXI 

representative did however provide an updated offer based on a change in the FEMA flood plain 

maps, and to date, is awaiting the landowner’s response. 
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Given the disparity with respect to compensation, the length of negotiations regarding 

easement terms: an agreement in a timely manner is unlikely to occur, and thus eminent domain 

authority is necessary for this landowner.	  
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AMEREN TRANSMISSION  ILRP_RS_CH_005 

ILLINOIS RIVERS PROJECT  SAM, Inc. Job No. 32359 

SIDNEY TO RISING  Page 1 of 2  

345 KV TRANSMISSION LINE  

EXHIBIT “A” 

 

 

 

P:\Ameren\32359 Illinois Rivers Project\Documents\Legal Descriptions\Final\LS09-Rising to Sidney\D_1485_ILRP_RS_CH_005.docx 
 

AN 8.826 ACRE TRACT OF LAND SITUATED IN THE NORTH 1/2 OF SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE 8 EAST 

OF THE 3RD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, ILLINOIS AND BEING PART OF A TRACT OF LAND 

DESCRIBED AS TRACT 6 IN DEED TO ELIZABETH SEEBER MURPHY, TRUSTEE OF THE MARIE F. SEEBER FAMILY 

TRUST, RECORDED IN DOCUMENT NO. 2013R26853 OF THE DEED RECORDS OF CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

(D.R.C.C.I.) AND AS TRACT 7 IN DEED TO ELIZABETH SEEBER MURPHY, TRUSTEE OF THE ELIZABETH SEEBER 

MURPHY LIVING TRUST, RECORDED IN DOCUMENT NO. 2006R00007, D.R.C.C.I. AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 

DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

BEGINNING AT A POINT IN COUNTY ROAD 1700 N, SAME BEING THE NORTH LINE OF SAID NORTH 1/2, FROM 

WHICH A 1/2-INCH IRON ROD WITH A CAP FOUND IN SAID COUNTY ROAD AT THE NORTH 1/4 CORNER OF SAID 

SECTION 7 BEARS SOUTH 89 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 1,191.94 FEET, SAID POINT 

OF BEGINNING HAVING GRID COORDINATES OF N:1260478.59, E:982743.08; 

 

THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID COUNTY ROAD AND SAID NORTH 

LINE, A DISTANCE OF 150.00 FEET TO A POINT FOR CORNER, FROM WHICH A 1-INCH IRON PIPE FOUND IN THE 

APPROXIMATE INTERSECTION OF SAID COUNTY ROAD WITH N RISING ROAD AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF 

SAID SECTION 7 BEARS NORTH 89 DEGREES 18 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 1,303.04 FEET; 

 

THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 41 SECONDS EAST, LEAVING SAID COUNTY ROAD AND SAID NORTH 

LINE, A DISTANCE OF 2,563.96 FEET TO A POINT FOR CORNER IN THE NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 72 (VARIABLE WIDTH RIGHT-OF-WAY); 

 

THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 35 SECONDS WEST, ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 

DISTANCE OF 150.01 FEET TO A POINT FOR CORNER; 

 

THENCE NORTH 00 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 41 SECONDS WEST, LEAVING SAID NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 

DISTANCE OF 2,562.32 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING AND CONTAINING 384,471 SQUARE FEET OR 8.826 

ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS. 
 
 

BEARING BASIS: ALL BEARINGS AND COORDINATES SHOWN HEREON ARE BASED ON THE ILLINOIS STATE PLANE COORDINATE SYSTEM, 
NAD 83(2011), EAST ZONE.  ALL DISTANCES SHOWN HEREON ARE SURFACE DISTANCES. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

MICHAEL W. GERBERICK 

PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR 

REGISTRATION NO. 035-002683 

STATE OF ILLINOIS PROFESSIONAL  

DESIGN FIRM LICENSE NO. 184.006475 

 

DATE: 04/08/2014 
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